
Transparency in Government
Richard Stirling



Data can be beautiful now



From this ...



UNCLASSIFIED

… to this



Supporting clear public service goals



Information on schools











Not just websites





Some are quite light hearted ...





Enabled by 'opening up' our data

“Greater transparency across 
Government is at the heart of 
our shared commitment to 
enable the public to hold 
politicians and public bodies to 
account; to reduce the deficit 
and deliver better value for 
money in public spending; and 
to realise significant economic 
benefits by enabling 
businesses and non-profit 
organisations to build 
innovative applications and 
websites using public data.”



Detailed commitments







Transparency Board

Francis Maude (Chair)

Sir Tim Berners-Lee

Dr Rufus Pollock

Professor Nigel 

Shadbolt

Tom Steinberg



Not just central Government



Big push from whole Public Sector

- Strong push on Local 

data

- Local Public Data 

Panel

- Real stars:

- London

- Windsor and 

Maidenhead

- Kent



And of course the NHS

- White paper

- Data at heart of reform

- External

- Supports choice

- Pressure to provide 

VFM

- Internal

- Efficiency



Why the push?

- Accountability – These are your public services, 

need to be able to see what they are up to.

- Choice – As you have seen choice is at the heart 

of reform. Need to be able to understand the data 

supporting that choice

- Big Society – Enabling 3rd parties to come in and 

innovate round delivery mechanism or 

supporting those choices.



What are the challenges ...

- Finding data

- We can publish the best data in the world. If you can't 

find it, you can't use it

- Licensing data 

- Need clear permission statement on re-use

- Using data

- Needs to be in a format people can work with



Open Approach

- Open data

- (a bit of a given ...)

- Open Standards

- Using web standards to publish, but also to build

- Open Source

- Using - Drupal as CMS, CKAN as registry

- Giving back – Drupal/CKAN module, improvements 

to CKAN,  Linked data tools are OSS



Delivered through data.gov.uk



Easy to search



Permission to re-use the data



Using the data

Best data in the world is only useful if you can use 

it:

- CSV – great way of quickly publishing tables of 

data. Everyone can work with it.

- API – Flexible way of serving up chunks of data. 

Needs care in design and scaling.

- Linked data – Joins up data and datasets. Can 

create a customisable API on top. SPARQL for 

ultimate flexibility. 



So what have we got?



Always a few highlighted for ideas



Talk about the data on the wiki



Joining up the application and data



Working with Departments

Implementation of  the Transparency 

agenda



TNA’s and departments’ objectives

• Encouraging flow of datasets on data.gov.uk

• Improving the quality of datasets

• Embedding Transparency in Business As 

Usual



Supporting departments with…

• Licensing issues

• Raising awareness and adoption Linked 

Data

• Format issues (human readable v. machine 

readable, web archiving)



Knowing what the public wants

Request new 

data. Tell us 

what you want



So what next?

- More of the same!

- Quality

- Read/Write Government Data

- Open up the catalogue

- Accept community data

- Reducing barriers to producing/using data

- Make it easier to publish rich data

- Make it easier to link data (e.g. Gridworks)

- Choice in how to re-use data



Reproduced with kind permission from Matt Jones


