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Press Release 15 October 2010
data.gov.uk wins award from major companies
Professor Nigel Shadbolt and Sir Tim Berners-Lee have won an award from top UK companies for the innovatory government website data.gov.uk 

Members of the Demographics User Group (DUG), which represents 15 major companies, presented the award for better information from government at their annual conference at the Royal Society on 13 October.

Steven Bond, Head of Customer Insight at Marks & Spencer, said 

“Commercial companies have been making the case for better access to government datasets for more than a decade. Public pressure continued to grow, but it was the appointment of Professor Nigel Shadbolt, and Sir Tim Berners-Lee, to advise on data transparency that proved to be the catalyst for radical change, with the launch of data.gov.uk in this year. Members of the Demographics User Group (DUG) are delighted with the progress, which will inform society, increase the efficiency of service delivery, and fuel innovation.”

Professor Nigel Shadbolt said

”Tim and I are delighted to accept this award on behalf of all those who have helped to make data.gov.uk a reality. Government Open Data supports transparency and accountability, it promotes efficiency and innovation – in short in makes the UK work better.”

 – ENDS –

Notes for Editors:

1. DUG’s member companies are: Barclays; Boots; Camelot, Co-operative Group; E.ON; Everything Everywhere; GlaxoSmithKline, John Lewis; Marks & Spencer; Nationwide, Sainsbury’s; Serco, Tesco; The Children’s Mutual; Whitbread
2. More information about DUG is available at: http://www.demographicsusergroup.co.uk/ 
3. Enquiries: Keith Dugmore (Email: dugmore@demographic.co.uk)
