Demographics User Group

Making data work

8 Hugh Street

London SW1V 1RP

Tel: 020 7834 0966

Email: dugmore@demographic.co.uk 
Web: http://www.demographicsusergroup.co.uk/ 
Mr Tom Heideman

The Office of Fair Trading 

Sent by email to: tom.heideman@oft.gsi.gov.uk




24th December 2010

Dear Mr Heideman

Re: Anticipated joint venture between Ordnance Survey and Local Government Improvement and Development regarding National Address Gazetteer

The Demographics User Group (DUG) represents 15 large commercial users of government datasets: Barclays, Boots, Camelot, Co-operative Group, E.ON, Everything Everywhere, GlaxoSmithKline, John Lewis, Marks & Spencer, Nationwide, Sainsbury’s, Serco, Tesco, The Children’s Mutual, and Whitbread. For more back ground please see www.demographicsusergroup.co.uk 
We welcome the announcement of a definitive National Address Gazetteer (NAG) database after a 10-year data war between three public bodies (Ordnance Survey, Local Government, and Royal Mail) over the ownership of intellectual property. However, when it is said that the public sector will pay to use the NAG through the Public Services Mapping Agreement, it must be remembered that nearly all of that funding has been provided by millions of citizens, and 2.3million businesses, through taxation – yet both these sectors are now penalised, being barred from obtaining the data free at the point of use, and having to pay again. We believe addresses are a public good and that a definitive list, supported by local government’s legal rights and obligations, is a natural monopoly. This makes commercial exploitation without adequate regulation very problematic.

The Coalition Government has ambitious plans to establish a Public Data Corporation to make core reference data available for reuse free of charge. It is very difficult to understand why the authoritative list of addresses, the core reference to places, should not qualify for inclusion in the Public Data Corporation’s portfolio.
At the same time, the Government appears ready to sell off the Postcode Address File (PAF), the definitive list of mailing addresses, as one of Royal Mail’s assets. Neither the commercialisation of the NAG nor the privatisation of the PAF will be in the public interest. Both should be retained as public assets, free at the point of use, and funded centrally, or out of existing charges on those who cause addresses to change.

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this matter. As there are significant public policy issues around a NAG, I am also copying this letter to the Secretary of State for Business, Innovation & Skills; the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government; and because of the importance of the Gazetteer to all who use statistical information, to the Minister for the Cabinet Office.

Yours sincerely
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Keith Dugmore, Director
Demographics User Group., Registered Office:  8 Hugh Street London SW1V 1RP.  Registered number 3531279   England

